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Reauthorization of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 

In the upcoming Child Nutrition Reauthorization, Congress has an opportunity to improve access to quality, nutritious 
meals for millions of low-income children in child care (the Child and Adult Care Food Program- CACFP), in school 
(breakfast, lunch, and farm-to-school programs), during out-of-school time (afterschool, on weekends and during the 
summer), and at home (WIC).  

The successful, cost-effective U.S. federal nutrition programs play a critical role in helping children in low-income 
families achieve access to quality nutrition, child care, educational and enrichment activities while improving their 
overall health, development, and school achievement. 

The Arizona Child Nutrition Coalition, comprised of organizations statewide that collectively represent 65,000 children & 
families and serve 165,323,974 meals at 2,691 sites, looks forward to sharing our expertise and commitment on the 
following key priorities: 

1. Reauthorize the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
Federal nutrition programs to be reauthorized in the Act target low-income children at different ages and in 
different settings to reduce hunger and promote nutrition. WIC reaches children from birth to preschool, while 
school breakfast and lunch programs serve school-aged children. Schools, food banks, and other nonprofits 
operate summer, afterschool, and weekend programs to make sure children have nutritious food when school is 
out, including tremendous benefit to young children in early learning settings like child care and preschool. 
Together, these programs provide the food children need for healthy development and improve their long-term 
health and educational outcomes.  

2. Streamline regulations for schools and community-based providers 
As Congress drafts and USDA implements 2015 Child Nutrition Reauthorization, prompt action must be taken to 
simplify child nutrition programs and ease administrative burdens on schools, food banks, and other nonprofits. 
The overwhelming complexity of program regulations and administrative requirements is unnecessarily 
hindering efforts to better serve students. 

Currently, community based organizations have to operate the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) 
afterschool and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) during the summer, even though we are serving the 
same children, often at the same sites. Allowing nonprofits to operate SFSP year round, eliminating duplicative 
administrative processes, and aligning inconsistent program requirements would allow nonprofits to focus on 
hungry kids, not pushing paperwork. 

3. Provide full funding to cover all related costs  
Congress should provide financial sustainability of child nutrition programs through per meal reimbursement 
rates so schools, food banks, and other nonprofits can afford to administer programs effectively and efficiently.  

The Reauthorization must also provide a substantial investment of new funding to enact the Act that assures 
and strengthens program access and supports participation by underserved children and communities and 
simplifies program administration and operation.  

The Arizona Child Nutrition Coalition will be sharing how child nutrition programs work, mobilizing our respective 
networks to advance our shared priorities, engaging the media to raise awareness of child nutrition efforts, and 
advocating to Arizona’s Congressional Delegation for Child Nutrition Reauthorization before it’s set to expire on 
September 30, 2015.  

We invite our Members to see how child nutrition programs are working and how they can be strengthened to better 
meet Arizona’s needs by contacting David Martinez III at dxmartinez@firstfoodbank.org to visit a child nutrition 
program. 
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